CHAPTER XVIII
POLAND
To form the new State of Poland, parts of West Prussia, Poznan, and
Upper Silesia were taken from Germany; Galicia and part of Aus-
trian Silesia from Austria; and Russian Poland and some of the
western districts of Russia proper from Russia. The combined
area of these districts is estimated at about 149,000 square miles,
and their population at 32,000,000.
The physical divisions of the country are comparatively simple.
In the south the Carpathian ranges form the only good natural
frontier which the State possesses; they consist of sandstone,
mostly of Tertiary formation, and on their foothills there are con-
siderable deposits of loess. To the north of them, and in the main
separated from them by the Gaiician plains, is a zone of great
plateaus which includes part of the Silesian highlands, the heights
of Krakow and Kielce to the west of the Vistula, the heights of
Lublin to the east of it, and the Galicio-Podolian or Black Sea
plateau which extends into the Ukraine. These plateaus vary in
height, but their average elevation appears to be between 800 and
1,000 feet. In the Silesian area, and in the heights of Kielce, there
is much mineral wealth, while both to the east and to the west of
the Vistula loess is widely distributed. To the north of these
plateaus lies the continuation of the great European plain. In the
west it is occupied by the zone of great valleys which have already
been described, and in the east it includes the marshes in the basin
of the Pripet. Generally speaking, the soil consists of sands and
days; it is somewhat poor in Poznan, but improves in the districts
to the west of the Vistula. To the east of that river it is again poor,
and in the basins of the Bug and Narew there are still considerable
areas of marsh. Finally, in the east, the Polesie depression consists
of an unbroken series of marshes, which are bordered both north and
south by great areas of sandy soil of little value. In the north of
Poland the Baltic ridge crosses the so-called Poli'sfa. corridor, and is
continued to the north-east as the Lithuanian ridge.                  ' .
The climate is transitional between that of Western Europe and '
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